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   What is a camera?

   A Camera is an extension of ourselves; an appendage that brings us closer to the universe.

   We created such an instrument, because we had lost the joy of pure seeing, of connecting up the unseen and the heartfelt with the seen and not heartfelt.  The internal with the external.  

   The proof of this experience is our photograph.  This is the iron age, the age of proofs.     Our photographs prove to us that we have broken through our veils and become our universe.  

   The picture…and the picture taker… and the picture taking are allowed to become one; inseparable in a moment of NO time.

   And then we forget and go back into time.  Which is why we take more photographs.

   The internal with the external, equals the eternal.  So, photography, too, is a search for God.

   We must approach it with a clean mind and pure heart.  Which is to say we must keep ourselves as clean as we would our lens and our camera.   A camera is only an intermediary between us and a new us.  We must be as ready and receptive as our equipment.  If we photograph with a hangover, our pictures are hangovers.

   Anyone with a camera can take a picture.  Not everyone with a camera is a photographer.  The way lies NOT in the equipment.  Technical information can be learnt in schools.  Great photographs can be seen in museums and libraries.  But where is photography to be found?

   In the heart.

   It is we, ourselves, who make a picture.  Either we see it or we don’t.  It is as simple as that.

   This is the Zen in the Art of Photography.  In discovering the universe we discover ourselves.  With a camera we can bring light where there is darkness.  Or darkness where there is light.

“When you paint spring, do not paint willows, plums peaches, or apricots-- just paint spring”.   -Dogen, Zen Master
